Epiphany 2
January 15 and 16, 2022
Theme of the Day: Delight Uncovered: God delivers more than we ask, not less. Are the pursuit
of God and the pursuit of pleasure two separate paths? Many make that assumption—that life
with Jesus is a boring, sterile experience. They are dead wrong. Jesus came to undo everything
that is wrong with our world as a result of sin's curse. He also came to multiply our joy and deliver
delight beyond our wildest dreams. Note that when Jesus begins to reveal his glory, it isn't by
going to a hospital to cure every ailment. Instead, he starts at a local wedding, one of the greatest
sources of joy in this life. The truth uncovered for us this week is that life with Jesus is not a life
with less delight, but infinitely more.
Series Theme: UNCOVERED
We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to appear."
Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores everything
that Christ makes apparent about God. You see, we need God to appear to us and make himself
known to us. For not only is God beyond our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary
to mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about God cannot possibly
be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. That's what the Spirit is doing for
us during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and
life in his kingdom will be uncovered.
January 15/16
January 22/23
January 29/30
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Delight Uncovered: God delivers more than we ask, not less
Reception Uncovered: Rejection is not the exception but the rule
Agenda Uncovered: What must be said, not what others want to hear
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An Explanation of Our Communion Practice: Today we are celebrating the Lord's Supper, or Holy
Communion, marked as “The Sacrament” in the worship folder. While some churches invite all
who are present to receive the Sacrament (“open communion”), we follow the Biblical and
historic Christian practice of “close communion.” “Close communion” is adhered to by over 1
billion Christians throughout the world.
What does this mean? We invite all who are members of our congregation (Good Shepherd
Lutheran) or visitors who belong to our WELS fellowship to receive the Lord's Supper with us. If
you have no church membership or belong to a different fellowship, faith, or even a different
Lutheran church body (e.g. ELCA, LCMS, etc.), we ask that you please refrain from communing
with us for now.
In asking this, we in no way mean to judge your faith or imply that you are not a Christian
or “not good enough for us”! Rather, it is because God's Word teaches us to regard Communion
as an outward expression of unity in all areas of the faith (see 1 Corinthians 10:17). In other words,
when we commune together, we are confessing publicly that we are all one in what we believe
and profess (all the teachings of God's Word, not just a few basics).
For those who haven’t had a chance to check out all that we teach and believe and declare
their unity with us by joining our congregation, we look forward to informing you about what we
believe and teach before you enjoy the Lord’s Supper with us. We want you to feel comfortable
with what we confess, and want you to enjoy the beauty of a deep unity in the faith.
There are other reasons for "close communion" as well:
 While God's Word promises that in the Lord’s Supper we receive the beautiful gifts of
Jesus’ body and blood and forgiveness, it also warns that any communicant who does not
recognize that the body and blood of Christ really are present in the Sacrament may bring
spiritual harm on himself or herself (see 1 Corinthians 11:27-29). It wouldn’t be loving for
us to let that happen—as it might if we offered the Sacrament to all, even to those who
may not understand what is involved.
 Scripture also requires that each communicant examine himself or herself spiritually (1
Corinthians 11:28) before receiving the Lord's body and blood together with the bread
and wine. There are many who are not able to do that due to their youth, lack of
instruction, or other reasons.
We believe that it is out of obedience to our Lord and his Word and out of loving concern for
everyone present that we practice “close communion.” We hope that you understand, and we
trust that you will respect our practice. We look forward to any opportunity we may have in the
future to share with you the Bible’s teachings about Communion, our beliefs as a church, and to
establish unity together and to commune together. We are grateful to have you worship with us,
and long to grow in the Word together!
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It is the mission of

Good Shepherd
to
Seek the Lost
Feed the Flock and
Serve our Savior

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches
called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a worldwide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the United States, as well
as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries
through world mission work. We are united in faith and teaching with the other
churches of the WELS as well as the members of the Confessional Evangelical
Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies
throughout the world.
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We Come into the Presence of God
Musical Introduction (This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and
prepare for the joy of worshipping your God.)
Invocation
Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
Confession and Absolution
M:

Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Opening Hymn: #87 “Hail, O Source of Every Blessing”
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We Listen
First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5
1For

Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,
till her vindication shines out like the dawn,
her salvation like a blazing torch.
2The nations will see your vindication,
and all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.
3You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’s hand,
a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4No longer will they call you Deserted,
or name your land Desolate.
But you will be called Hephzibah,
and your land Beulah;
for the LORD will take delight in you,
and your land will be married.
5As a young man marries a young woman,
so will your Builder marry you;
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
so will your God rejoice over you.
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Psalm 133-134 (Spoken responsively.)
M:
C:

How good and pleasant it is
when brothers live together in unity!

M:
C:

For there the LORD bestows his blessing,
even life forevermore.

M:
C:

Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD
who minister in the house of the LORD.

M:
C:

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary*
and praise the LORD.

M:
C:

May the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth,*
bless you from Zion.

M:
C:

Happy the people
the LORD has chosen to be his own.

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
14For

this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom every family in
heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, 18may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this
love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God.
20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Gospel Reading: John 2:1-11
1On

the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was
there,
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the
wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet
come.”
5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to
the brim.
8Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the
banquet.”
They did so, 9and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been
turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants
who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10and said,
“Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the
guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through
which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
2and

Children’s Message
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Hymn of the Day: #82, verses 1,2,5 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”

Sermon
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We Respond
Offering (In an effort to maintain a safe social distance, please place your offerings in
the provided plate when exiting the sanctuary.
If you are a guest in our church, please do not feel obligated to participate in
the offering. We do not want you to think that God or our congregation is soliciting
funds from you. You enrich us simply by being here.)
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament (Spoken responsively; no musical accompaniment.)
M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

M:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.

M:

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or
three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd
his flock till he comes again in glory.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:
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C:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which
is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
C:

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us and grant us your peace. Amen.

Distribution (After the distribution, you are invited to dispose of the cups and return
to your seats.)
Song of Simeon
C:

Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to
your Word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you
have prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the
Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.
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Thanksgiving
M:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

C:

and his mercy endures forever.

M:

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this
holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in
you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name
of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Blessing
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M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Closing Hymn: #333, verses 1,4,6 “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”
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Contact Information

Serving in Worship
Pastor:
Organist/Pianist:
Cantors (Saturday):
Ushers:
Communion
Setup/Cleanup:
AV Team:

Jon Bergemann
Paula Danekas
Barb Koch and
Valerie Adegunleye
Steve Danekas, Dan Schindler,
and Joseph Abegg
Inge Wegner
Bob Reichert, Joe Garetto,
Kristen Reynolds, and
Greg Busse

Pastor Jon Bergemann
Office: 630.852.1519
Email: pastor.bergemann@gsdg.org
Church Secretary Jennifer Reynolds
Church office: 630.852.1519
School office: 630.852.5081
Cell phone: 630.399.3648
Office Email: office@gsdg.org

Everyone is welcome to join us for BLAST
(Believe, Learn and Seek Truth), our Sunday
morning Children's Ministry. We begin each
Sunday at 9:15a in the library at the end of the
school hallway. Email BLAST@gsdg.org
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